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EMPLOYMENT  
 
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Minnesota, January 2007- 
 Present.  
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. University of California at Berkeley, Sociology, May 2007 
 
MA  University of California at Berkeley, Sociology, May 2001 
 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
 
Law, Crime, and Punishment; Labor and Labor Movements; Politics; Organizations; Qualitative 
Research Methods; and Social Theory  
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books 
 
The Toughest Beat: Politics, Punishment, and the Prison Officers Union in California (New  

York: Oxford University Press, 2011) 
 
Articles in Refereed Journals  
 
(with Jeannette Hussemann) “Gender Diversity and the Prospects for Progressive Prison  

Reform,” Women and Criminal Justice,” Forthcoming.   
 
“Fear of Change: Prison Officer Unions and the Perpetuation of the Penal Status Quo,”  

Criminology and Public Policy (special issue on mass imprisonment, edited by Marie  
Gottschalk), August 2011, 10 (3).  

 
“Manufacturing Affinity: The Fortification and Expression of Ties between Prison  

Officers and Crime Victims,” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, December 2008, 
37 (6), 745-777. 

*ASA Labor and Labor Movements Section’s 2010 Best Article Award 
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“Eliminating the Enemy: The Import of Denying Prisoners Access to Higher Education  
in Clinton’s America,” Punishment and Society, October 2004, 6 (4), 357-378.  

 
Book Chapters and other Scholarly Publications  
 
“Punishment and the Penal Field.”  In The Handbook on Punishment and Society,  

edited by Jonathan Simon and Richard Sparks. New York: Sage, forthcoming.   
 
(with Shelly Shaefer) “From Risks to Assets: Toward a Strengths-Based Approach to Juvenile  

Justice Reentry.”  CURA Reporter, Spring 2011.  
 
(with Ross Macmillan) “A Game You Can’t Win—A Culture Review,” Contexts, Summer 2009,  

8 (3), 70-72.    
 
“Review of Pockets of Crime: Broken Windows, Collective Efficacy, and the Criminal Point of  

View.”  Contemporary Sociology: A Journal of Reviews, 2009, 38(1): 41-42. 
 
“Review of The Prison and the Gallows: The Politics of Mass Incarceration  

in America.” Criminal Justice Review, 2008, 33:256-258. 
 

Unlocking America: Why and How to Reduce America’s Prison Population, Washington DC: 
JFA Institute, November 2007 (contributing author). 

 
“Mr. Blue and the Fatal Circle: A Tribute to Edward Bunker,” The Chronicle of Higher  

Education Review, September 2005, 52 (3), B19.   
 

Graduate Student Instructor Teaching Guide.  Graduate Student and Teaching Research  
Center: University of California at Berkeley, 2005 (contributing author).  

 
ARTICLES UNDER REVIEW AND WORKS IN PROGRESS  
 
Good Enough? Determining Success in Juvenile Justice and Modern Society.  Book manuscript.  
 
“Does the Front Line Reflect the Party Line? An Embedded Work Role Perspective on Prison  

Officer Attitudes.”  In preparation for Justice Quarterly (With Amy Lerman)  
 
“Felonious Education: Edward Bunker, the Convict Habitus, and Life After Prison.”  

In preparation for Social Problems. 
 

“Prison Officer Job Satisfaction and Attitudes Toward Rehabilitation.” In preparation for  
Sociological Quarterly. (with Sarah Shannon) 

 
“The Modern Octopus: Newspapers Take On the ‘Powerful Prison Guards Union’.” In  

preparation for Punishment & Society. (with Kia Heise) 
 

“Race and Mass Imprisonment.”  In preparation for Teaching Race in the 21st Century.  (with  
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Sarah Whetstone) 
 
FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
 
2011 Single Semester Leave, Fall 2011, College of Liberal Arts, University of 

Minnesota 
 
2010 The ASA Labor and Labor Movements Section, Best Article Award for 

“Manufacturing Affinity: The Fortification and Expression of Ties between 
Prison Officers and Crime Victims” 

 
2010             ASA Community Action Research Initiative ($3,000) 
 
2008-2009      Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (“Faculty Interactive Research Program”),  
                       University of Minnesota ($35,471) 
 
2007               Grant-in-Aid of Research, Artistry, and Scholarship, Graduate School, University 

of Minnesota ($30,348) 
 
RECENT MEDIA  
 
St. Paul Pioneer Press, “Dakota County seeks a middle ground for young sex offenders,”    

November 27, 2010.  Interview about juvenile justice programs.  
 
The Minnesota Daily, “Anatomy of a Riot,” May 3, 2009. Interview about “riots” in  

Dinkeytown.  
 
San Francisco Chronicle, “Union behind he recall pounds its foes,” September 14, 2008.  
 Interview about the CCPOA and California politics.  
 
The Minnesota Daily, “Report Suggests Prison Reforms Needed,” November 27, 2007.  

Interview about sentencing reform.  
 
Minnesota Public Radio (“Midmorning”) “Prison Reform and the Revolving Door,”  

November 26, 2007. In-studio interview about sentencing and prison reform. 
 

Access Minnesota (Television News Program), November 27, 2007. In-studio interview  
about sentencing reform. 
 

St. Paul Pioneer Press, “Taking on Our Teeming Prisons,” November 24, 2007.   
Interview about sentencing reform.  
 

Sacramento Bee, “Rancor Rules Prison Guard Negotiations,” September 30, 2007.  
Interview about the CCPOA contract negotiations.  
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
-At the University of Minnesota, Department of Sociology 
Instructor 
 Introduction to the American Criminal Justice System, Fall 2010 

Sociology of Punishment and Corrections, Spring 2010 
 Introduction to the American Criminal Justice System, Spring 2010 

Introduction to the American Criminal Justice System, Fall 2009 
Sociology of Punishment (graduate seminar), Fall 2009 
Contemporary Social Theory (graduate seminar, co-taught with Michael Goldman),  

     Spring 2009 
 Juvenile Justice and the Law, Spring 2009 

Introduction to the American Criminal Justice System, Fall 2008 
Sociology of Punishment, Fall 2008 

 Sociology of Policing, Spring 2008 
       Introduction to the American Criminal Justice System, Spring 2008 

Introduction to the American Criminal Justice System, Fall 2007 
Sociology of Punishment, Spring 2007  
 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS and INVITED TALKS 
 
“David Garland and the Struggle over Penality.”  A Special Sociology Workshop on the Work of  
     David Garland: On Punishment, Culture, and Social Theory. University of California,  
     Berkeley. November 16, 2010.   
“Interest Groups and Contemporary Criminal Punishment.” American Society of Criminology.     
     San Francisco, CA. November 17-20, 2010.  
“Reflections on John Irwin and Phenomenological Criminology,” American Society of 
     Criminology.  San Francisco, CA. November 17-20, 2010.  
(With Sarah Shannon) “Prison Officer Job Satisfaction and Attitudes Toward Rehabilitation.”  
     American Society of Criminology.  San Francisco, CA. November 17-20, 2010.  
“What is the Penal Field? Lessons from California.”  Law & Society Association.  Chicago, IL.   
      May 27-29, 2010.  
(With Kia Heise)  “The New Octopus: Newspapers Take on the ‘Powerful Prison Guards 

Union’.” Sociology Workshop Series. Department of Sociology, University of Minnesota.  
December 8, 2009.  

“The Toughest Beat: Politics, Punishment, and the Prison Officers   Union in California.”  Crime 
and Punishment Workshop, Princeton University.  Princeton, New Jersey. December 3, 2009.  

(With Jeannette Houseman) “The Not-so-New Penology: An Empirical Analysis of Prison 
Officers.”  American Society of Criminology.  Atlanta, Georgia. November 4, 2009.  

(With Jeannette Hussemann) “Maintaining Perspective in a Gendered Society: Female Prison 
Officers and the Purpose of Imprisonment.”  American Society of Criminology.  St. Louis, 
Missouri. November 12-15, 2008.  

“Unlocking America: Why and How to Reduce America’s Prison Population.”  National 
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyer’s 7th Annual State Legislative Network Conference. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  July 31-August 1, 2008.  
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(With Jeannette Hussemann) “The Minnesota Prison Officers Survey Project: A Progress 
Report.” Sociology Workshop Series. Department of Sociology, University of Minnesota. 
April 1, 2008.  

“Organized Vengeance: Crime Victims’ Rights in California,” Annual meetings of the American 
Society of Criminology.  Atlanta, GA, November 2007.  

“Sentimental Movement: Prison Officers and Crime Victims in Action,” Putting Pierre  
Bourdieu to Work II. University of California, Berkeley, May 12-13, 2005. 
 

PROFESSIONAL AND PUBLIC SERVICE 
 
Steering Committee Member, Juvenile Justice Coalition of Minnesota. 
Area Chair, The American Society of Criminology, November 2007.  
Reviewer, Graduate Student Paper Competition, Crime, Law, and Deviance section,  

American Sociological Association, 2007.   
Moderator, The Sociology of Law roundtable, American Sociological Association,  

August 11, 2007.  
Managing Editor, Ethnography, 2000-December 2006. 
 
 
REVIEWER FOR:  
 
National Science Foundation, Law and Society, Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant 
Punishment & Society  
Law and Social Inquiry  
Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 
Law & Society Review  
NYU Press  
Sage Press 
Theoretical Criminology  
Women and Criminal Justice  
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
Life Course Center, University of Minnesota  
American Sociological Association  
American Society of Criminology  
Law and Society Association  
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