
Character & Fitness:  
The Impact of Question 26 on Bar Admission for Lawyers of Color  

June 2, 2022 - 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm  
Hybrid – Attend in-person at the BAEC or virtually via Zoom – Make selection below.  

1.5 CLE credits: Diversity, Inclusion & Elimination of Bias (appropriate for experienced attorneys) 
 

 

12:00 p.m.  Welcome & Introduction 
Vicky L. Valvo, Esq., Retired 

 

12:10 p.m. Context of Character & Fitness 
 History 
 Disparate impact 
 Ban the Box efforts (UB Law) 

Carolyn “Carly” Hite, Esq., Legal Aid 
Bureau of Buffalo, Inc.  
 

12:35 p.m.  Character & Fitness Committee 
 Overview of Character & 

Fitness Committee 
 Rules and regulations 

governing Character & Fitness 
Committee 

Cheryl Smith Fisher, Esq., Magavern 
Magavern Grimm LLP  
 

 

1:00 p.m.  Real Life Experience 
 Lived Experience  
 ” Applicants View”  
  

 
   Prior Advocacy Efforts 

TheArthur A. Duncan, Esq.
TheArthur Duncan Law Firm 

 

1:25 p.m. Q&A 
Moderators:  
Stephanie A. Calhoun, Esq., Chair, 
Diversity & Inclusion Committee 
 
Maura O’Donnell, Esq. 
Education Subcommittee, Diversity & 
Inclusion Committee 
 

1:30 p.m.  Adjourn 

 

 

REGISTER ONLINE or fill out the form below and email it to aquebral@eriebar.org.  
 

 

$35 BAEC Member (in-person)   $40 Non-Member (in-person) 
 

$35 BAEC Member (via Zoom)   $40 Non-Member (via Zoom) 
 

The course material will be provided via electronic delivery. Please be sure to add your email address below to ensure delivery.  
 

Name _______________________________________ Firm __________________________________________ 
 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City __________________________________ State ______________________ Zip _______________________  
 

Phone ____________________  Fax ______________________ E-mail _________________________________ 
 

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $________       Visa    MC   DISCOVER 
 

Card Number   _____________________________________________ Exp. Date _____________ CVV ________ 
 

Cardholder Signature __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Accreditation: The Erie Institute of Law has been certified by the New York State Continuing Legal Education Board as an accredited 
provider of continuing legal education in the state of New York.  
 

Cancellation Policy: If you are unable to attend a seminar for which you have already registered, call the CLE department at (716) 852-
8687. For a full refund, notice of your cancellation must be received 48 hours in advance of a program. Cancellations received less than 
48 hours in advance are subject to a $10 administrative fee.  
 

Mail or email: Erie Institute of Law, 438 Main Street, Sixth Floor, Buffalo, New York 14202, (716) 852-8687, aquebral@eriebar.org. We 
strongly encourage you to register online at www.eriebar.org.  
 

Tuition assistance: Please email mkohlbacher@eriebar.org to request an application.   
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